Comment.Math.Univ.Carolin. 48,4 (2007)585–593 585

On some soluble groups in which U-subgroups form a lattice

Leonid A. Kurdachenko, Igor Ya. Subbotin

Abstract. The article is dedicated to groups in which the set of abnormal and normal subgroups (U-subgroups) forms a lattice. A complete description of these groups under the additional restriction that every counternormal subgroup is abnormal is obtained.

Keywords: abnormal subgroups, U-subgroups, counternormal subgroups

Classification: 20F16, 20E15

R.W. Carter [C] introduced the abnormal subgroups in connection with his famous investigation of the nilpotent self-normalizing subgroups in soluble finite groups. According to the definition, a subgroup A is called abnormal in a group G if g ∈ ⟨ A, A^g ⟩ for each element g of G. Maximal non-normal subgroups of arbitrary groups are obviously abnormal. Other well-known examples of abnormal subgroups in finite groups are Carter subgroups and normalizers of Sylow subgroups (see [BB, Section 6]). The famous Tits example provides us with a non-trivial abnormal subgroup of the complete linear group GL_{(n,K)} over an arbitrary skew field K (see, for example, [BB, Section 1]). Infinite groups saturated with abnormal subgroups have been studied in [S], [KS], [DeFKS], and [KS2].

It follows immediately from the definition that abnormal subgroups are selfnormalizing, and every subgroup containing an abnormal subgroup is also abnormal. Therefore, we can consider abnormality as a kind of strong opposite to normality. So, it seems logical to describe the groups, all proper non-normal subgroups of which are abnormal. It means that all proper subgroups of such groups are separated by two classes with an empty intersection: the class of normal subgroups and the class of abnormal subgroups. Following [KS1], we will call normal and abnormal subgroups U-normal (from “union” and “U-turn”). Finite groups with only U-normal subgroups have been considered in [F]. Locally soluble (in the periodic case locally graded) infinite groups with U-subgroups have been studied in [S1]. In [KS1] the groups with all U-normal subgroups and the groups with transitivity of U-normality have been described completely.

In this article, we will consider a natural question regarding the structure of groups in which U-normal subgroups form a lattice. We will denote these groups as #U-groups. It is easy to see that the groups with no abnormal subgroups are #U-groups. In particular, all locally-nilpotent groups have this property (see Lemma 0 below).

Recall that a subgroup H is counternormal in a group G if the normal closure A^G of A in G coincides with G [R].

The following lemma collects all specific facts necessary for the proofs. Some of them (like (i) and (ii)) are really obvious or very easy to prove. Others (like (iii) and (iv)) are not so immediate but can be proved in a few lines.

Lemma 0. (i) If B is an abnormal subgroup in a group G, then G = G^′B.

(ii) In a soluble group an abnormal subgroup R is exactly a subgroup that is counternormal in all subgroups containing R ([DeFKS, Lemma 4]).

(iii) If F C = B is abnormal in G, F is normal in G, and C is abnormal in B = F C, then C is abnormal in G (see, for example [BB, Theorem 3]).

(iv) A locally nilpotent group does not have proper abnormal subgroups ([KNS, Lemma 4]).

Observe that a union of any two U-normal subgroups is U-normal. However, this assertion is false for intersections. In connection with this, we have the following simple lemma.

Lemma 1. Let G be a #U-group. Then:

(1) an intersection of any two normal subgroups of G is normal in G; (2) an intersection of a proper normal subgroup and an abnormal subgroup of G is normal in G.

Proof: We only need to prove the second assertion. Let A be a normal subgroup in G and B be an abnormal subgroup in G. Since G is a #U-group, the intersection K = A ∩ B could be normal in G (and in this case everything is clear) or abnormal in G. The second case means that K is abnormal in the proper normal subgroup A of G. This is impossible, since every subgroup containing an abnormal subgroup of a group is abnormal. □

Corollary. Let G be a #U-group and G ≠ G^′. Then for any abnormal subgroup B the intersection B ∩ G^′ is normal in G.

Observe that in an arbitrary group the abnormality is not transitive. For example, in S_4 there is an abnormal subgroup of order 6 which includes an abnormal in it but non-abnormal in S_4 subgroup of order 2 (see [BB, Section 1]). However, if a group G has a normal subgroup A satisfying the normalizer condition and the factor-group G/A does not have abnormal subgroups, then in G abnormality is transitive (i.e. G is a T A-group) [KS2, Theorem 1.2].

In connection with this, the following assertion seems to be interesting.

Lemma 2. Let G be a #U-group and G ≠ G^′. Then in G abnormality is a transitive relation (i.e. G is a T A-group).

Proof: Let B be an abnormal subgroup in G, and C be an abnormal subgroup in B. By Lemma 0(i), G^′B = G, and B^′C = B. Then G = G^′B = G^′(B^′C) = G^′C. Let F = B ∩G^′. By Lemma 1, F is normal in G. It is clear that B = B^′C = F C. Therefore, F C = B is abnormal in G, F is normal in G, and C is abnormal in B = F C. By Lemma 0(iii), C is abnormal in G, i.e. G is a T A-group. □

Lemma 3. Any factor group of a #U-group is a #U-group.

This lemma is a direct consequence of the following simple observation: if N is a normal subgroup of G, then any subgroup A > N is abnormal (normal) in G if and only if A/N is abnormal (normal) in G/N.

Lemma 4. Let G be a #U-group and G ≠ G^′. If G contains an abnormal proper subgroup, then G/G^′ is a cyclic subgroup of prime power order (or a primary subgroup [K, p. 179]).

Moreover, if B is a proper abnormal subgroup in G, F = (G^′ ∩ B) ◁ G, G^∗ = G/F ∼= G^{′∗}⋉B^∗, where G^{′∗} and B^∗ are the images of G^′ and B respectively, B^∗ is a proper abnormal cyclic primary subgroup in G^∗.

Proof: Let B be a proper abnormal subgroup of G. Then G = G^′B. Corollary of Lemma 1 implies that F = G^′ ∩B ◁ G. By Lemma 3, without loss of generality, we can assume that F = ⟨1⟩. Let b be a non-identical element of B. Assume that B ≠ ⟨b⟩. Consider in G a proper normal subgroup K = G^′ ⋉ ⟨b⟩. It is clear that K ∩ B = ⟨b⟩. Lemma 1 implies that ⟨b⟩ is normal in G. Since every proper cyclic subgroup of B is normal in G, every proper subgroup of G is also normal in G. Observe that if B is not cyclic, then its every (finite or infinite) set of generators consists of more than one element. In this case B is generated by its normal in G cyclic subgroups and therefore B is normal in G. However, B is abnormal in G. This contradiction shows that B is a cyclic group.

Assume that ⟨b⟩ is infinite. Consider two proper normal subgroups G^′ ⋉ ⟨ b^2 ⟩ and G^′ ⋉ ⟨ b^3 ⟩ of G. Lemma 1 implies that ⟨ b^2 ⟩ and ⟨ b^3 ⟩ are normal in G. So their product, i.e. ⟨b⟩ itself, is also a normal subgroup in G. This contradiction shows that ⟨b⟩ is a finite subgroup.

Repeating almost the same arguments we can prove that B is a subgroup of prime power order. □

Note that from Lemma 4 it follows that there is a metabelian group that is not a #U-group.

J.S. Rose has introduced in [R] the counternormal subgroups. A subgroup H is counternormal in a group G if the normal closure A^G of A in G coincides with G. It is easy to observe that in a soluble group an abnormal subgroup R is exactly a subgroup that is counternormal in all subgroups containing R (see

Lemma 0(ii)). The condition that every counternormal subgroup is abnormal (the CA-property) is an amplification of the T A-property. However, the class of T Agroups is wider then the class of CA-groups. The following example supports this statement and confirms the existence of T A-groups that are not #U-groups. Let Q = ⟨ s_1, s_2 ⟩ ⋉ ⟨q⟩, q^3 = 1, ⟨ s_1, s_2 ⟩ — a quaternion group, s^q_1 = s_2, s^q_2 = s^{−1}_1 s_2.

Then ⟨q⟩ is a counternormal subgroup of Q but it is not abnormal since the center Z(Q) = ⟨ s^2_1 ⟩ does not belong to ⟨q⟩. So Q is nilpotent-by-nilpotent, and hence Q is a T A- but not a CA-group. Moreover, Q is a #U-group. Indeed, since a subgroup of index 2 is normal in a group, every proper abnormal subgroup of Q is a direct product of Z(Q) = ⟨ s^2_1 ⟩ = ⟨ s^2 ⟩ and a conjugate to ⟨q⟩ subgroup. This implies that Q is a #U-group.

The following simple examples of metabelian groups that are not a CA-groups are interesting in connection with this.

1. Let G = P^∞_2 ⋉ ⟨x⟩, P^∞_2 be a Prüfer 2-subgroup, x^2 = 1, p transfers every element of P^∞_2 into its inverse. Then G is a 2-group, G is locally nilpotent (even hypercentral), and ⟨p⟩ is a counternormal but not abnormal subgroup.

2. Let G = P^∞_2 ⟨x⟩, P^∞_2 be a Prüfer 2-subgroup, x^4 = 1, x^2 ∈ P^∞_2 , x transfers every element of P^∞_2 into its inverse. Then G is a 2-group, G is locally nilpotent, and ⟨x⟩ is a counternormal but not abnormal subgroup. This is an example of a metabelian locally nilpotent group which is not a CA-group (even though ⟨x⟩ contains Z(G)). Note that P^∞_2 contains infinitely many G-central chief factors.

3. Let G = R⋉⟨x⟩, b^2 = 1, where R be an additive group of rational numbers, x transfers every element of R into its inverse. Then G is an non-periodic metabelian group with the counternormal but not abnormal subgroup ⟨x⟩.

4. G = L ⋉ ⟨x⟩, x^2 = 1, where L is an infinite cyclic group, x transfers every element of L into its inverse. Then G is a ZD-group with the counternormal but not abnormal subgroup ⟨x⟩.

5. G = (⟨x⟩ × P^∞_2 ) ⋉ ⟨b⟩, where P^∞_2 is a Prüfer 2-group, x^3 = 1, y^2 = 1, y transfers every element from ⟨x⟩ × P^∞_2 into its inverse. In this metabelian nonlocally nilpotent #U-group the subgroup ⟨x⟩×P^∞_2 is an abelian derived subgroup, ⟨b⟩ is a counternormal but not an abnormal subgroup.

Recall that a subgroup A is called a supplement to a subgroup B in a group G if G = AB (see, for example, [LR, p. 220]).

The following proposition is interesting in connection with above examples.

Proposition. Let G be a soluble group, A an abelian normal subgroup of G having no central chief G-factors and defining the quotient group G/A with no proper counternormal subgroups. Then:

(1) a subgroup B is abnormal in G if and only if B is a supplement to A in G; (2) G is a CA-group.

Proof: (1) Let G be a soluble group, A its abelian normal subgroup having no central chief G-factors, and the quotient group G/A does not have counternormal (and therefore no abnormal) subgroups. Let B be a supplement to A in G, i.e. G = AB. For any subgroup M ≤ B, we can write M = A_M B, where A_M = A ∩ M. Since A is an abelian normal subgroup in G and G = AM, A_M is normal in G. Since A does not have central chief factors, [M, A_M ] = A_M . Indeed, if K = [M, A_M ] ≠ A_M , then AM/K is a G-central factor. This contradicts the conditions of our proposition. So [M, A_M ] ≤ M^′ and M = M^′B. By Lemma 0(ii), B is abnormal in G.

(2) is a direct consequence of (1). □

Following [RD, p. 429], we will call a maximal p-subgroup of an infinite group G a Sylow p-subgroup of G.

Lemma 5. Let a soluble group G be a #U-group and let ⟨b⟩ be a proper abnormal proper cyclic subgroup of G. Then G = G^′⟨b⟩ and one of the following assertions holds.

(i) b is an element of order p^n, n ≥ 1, ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G, and Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G. If the center Z(G) is trivial, then b^p ∈ G^′, i.e. G^′ has index p in G. If the center Z(G) is nontrivial and G is periodic, then Z(G) = ⟨ b^p ⟩ . (ii) |b| = ∞, and there are a prime number p and a natural number n such that b^{pn−1} ∈ G^′, but b^{pn} /∈ G^′; ⟨ b^{pn} ⟩ is a normal subgroup of G with the factor-group G^∗, p /∈ π([G^∗, G^∗]), and Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G. If the center Z(G) is trivial, then at p ≠ 2, b^p ∈ G^′, and at p = 2, | G : G^′ | ≤ 4.

Proof: I. First of all, we will prove that G = G^′⟨b⟩, where

(i) b is an element of order p^n, n ≥ 1, ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G, or (ii) |b| = ∞, and there are a prime number p and a natural number n such that b^{pn−1} ∈ G^′, but b^{pn} /∈ G^′; ⟨ b^{pn} ⟩ is a normal subgroup of G with the factor-group G^∗ and p /∈ π([G^∗, G^∗]).

By Lemma 4, G/G^′ is a cyclic subgroup of prime power order. It means that either ⟨b⟩ is a primary subgroup itself, or ⟨b⟩ is infinite cyclic. Consider the first case where ⟨b⟩ is a cyclic primary subgroup such that G = G^′⟨b⟩, and therefore it is a counternormal subgroup in G (see Lemma 0(ii)). It follows that ⟨b⟩ is abnormal in a Sylow p-subgroup S of G, S ≥ ⟨b⟩. Since G is soluble, S is locally nilpotent [RD, p. 363]. Lemma 0(iv) implies that there is no proper abnormal subgroups in a locally nilpotent group. So S = ⟨b⟩.

Let |b| = ∞. Then ⟨b⟩ is counternormal and therefore abnormal in G, ⟨1⟩ ≠ G^′ ∩ ⟨b⟩, and by Lemma 4, there are a prime number p and a natural number n such that b^{pn−1} ∈ G^′, but b^{pn} /∈ G^′. By Lemma 1, ⟨ b^{pn−1} ⟩ as the intersection of an abnormal subgroup ⟨b⟩ and a proper normal subgroup G^′, is normal in G.

Thus, G/ ⟨ b^{pn−1} ⟩ is a group from case (i) above. By Lemma 3, the factor group

G^∗ = G/ ⟨ b^{pn−1} ⟩ = [G^∗, G^∗] ⋉ ⟨b⟩^∗ is a #U-group from case (i). It follows that

⟨b⟩^∗ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G^∗, so p /∈ π([G^∗, G^∗]).

Note that in the first case under the additional restriction that G being periodic,

all Sylow p-subgroups of G are conjugate. This is a direct consequence of [RD,

14.3.4].

II. Let us consider the case when b is an element of finite order. By the above,

G = G^′⟨b⟩, b is an element of order p^n, n ≥ 1, ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G. We

will show that

if the center Z(G) is trivial, then b^p ∈ G^′, i.e. G^′ has index p in G;

if the center Z(G) is nontrivial, then Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ . First of all observe that ⟨b⟩ as an abnormal subgroup contains Z(G). Consider

the subgroup G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ . If G = G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ , then b ∈ G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ and b = gb^{kpn} where

g ∈ G^′, k, n ∈ N, n ≥ 1. Then g = b^{1−kpn} and (1 − kp^n, p) = 1. So ⟨b⟩ ≤ G^′.

This contradiction shows that G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ is a proper subgroup in G. By Lemma 1,

the subgroup ⟨ b^p ⟩ = ⟨b⟩ ∩ G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ is a normal subgroup in G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ . If Z(G) is trivial, then there is an element x ∈ G such that ⟨ (b^p)^xb^{−p} ⟩ = ⟨ b^p ⟩ and therefore it is a subgroup of G^′.

Let Z(G) ≠ ⟨1⟩. Since ⟨ b^p ⟩ is a normal subgroup in G and Z(G) ≤ ⟨b⟩, for any

element c of G such that ⟨c⟩∩⟨b⟩ = ⟨1⟩ the subgroup ⟨ b^p ⟩ ⋉⟨c⟩ is hypercentral and

even nilpotent. By I, if G is periodic, we come to the conclusion that ⟨ b^p ⟩ = Z(G).

III. Let now G be a soluble #U-group, G contains an abnormal proper subgroup

⟨b⟩, G = G^′⟨b⟩, where |b| = ∞. In this case we will also consider two possibilities

and prove that

if Z(G) is trivial, then if p ≠ 2, b^p ∈ G^′, and if p = 2, then |G : G^′| ≤ 4;

if Z(G) is nontrivial, then Z(G) = ⟨ b^p ⟩ . By II, there are a prime number p and a natural number n such that b^{pn−1} ∈ G^′,

but b^{pn} /∈ G^′; ⟨ b^{pn} ⟩ is a normal subgroup of G with the factor-group G^∗ and

p /∈ π([G^∗, G^∗]). Let us consider the subgroup G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ . If G = G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ , then

b ∈ G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ and b = gb^{kpn} where g ∈ G^′, k, n ∈ N, n ≥ 1. Then g = b^{1−kpn} and

(1−kp^n, p) = 1. Therefore, there exist integers v and u such that up+v(1−kp^n) =

1. So ⟨b⟩ ≤ G^′. This contradiction shows that G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ is a proper subgroup in G.

By Lemma 1, the subgroup ⟨ b^p ⟩ = ⟨b⟩ ∩ G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ is a normal subgroup in G^′⟨b⟩.

Let Z(G) be trivial. Then there is an element x of G such that (b^p)^x = b^{−p};

so [x, b^p] = b^{−2p} ∈ G^′. If p = 2, it follows that |G : G^′| ≤ 4. If p ≠ 2, then since

b^{pn} ∈ G^′ and b^{2p} ∈ G^′, b^p ∈ G^′, and |G : G^′| = p.

Let now Z(G) be nontrivial. Since ⟨ b^p ⟩ is the intersection of the proper nor-

mal subgroup G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ and the abnormal subgroup ⟨b⟩ ≥ Z(G), ⟨ b^p ⟩ is a normal

subgroup in G and Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ . □

Quite naturally, the next result will be a description of soluble CA-groups having #U-property. From Lemma 5, we can easily derive the following theorem.

Theorem A. Let a soluble CA-group G containing an abnormal proper subgroup be a #U-group. Then G = G^′⟨b⟩, and one of the following assertions (1)–(2) holds.

(1) b is an element of order p^n, n ≥ 1, ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G, and Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G. If the center Z(G) is trivial, then b^p ∈ G^′, i.e. G^′ has index p in G. If the center Z(G) is nontrivial and G is periodic, then Z(G) = ⟨ b^p ⟩ . (2) |b| = ∞, and there are a prime number p and a natural number n such that b^{pn−1} ∈ G^′, but b^{pn} /∈ G^′; ⟨ b^{pn} ⟩ is a normal subgroup of G with the factor-group G^∗, p /∈ π([G^∗, G^∗]), and Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G. If the center Z(G) is trivial, then at p ≠ 2, b^p ∈ G^′, and at p = 2, |G : G^′| ≤ 4.

Proof: By Lemma 4, G = G^′⟨b⟩, where G/G^′ is a primary cyclic subgroup. It means that either ⟨b⟩ is a primary itself, or ⟨b⟩ is infinite cyclic. In any case, ⟨b⟩ is a supplement to G^′ in a soluble group G. Therefore, ⟨b⟩ is counternormal in G. Since G is a CA-group, ⟨b⟩ is an abnormal subgroup in G. The rest follows from Lemma 5. □

Theorem B. A soluble periodic CA-group G containing an abnormal proper subgroup is a #U-group if and only if G = G^′⟨b⟩, b is an element of order p^n, n ≥ 1, ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G, Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G, and every abnormal subgroup B of G intersects G^′ by a normal in G^′ subgroup.

Moreover, the following assertions hold.

(1) If the center Z(G) is trivial, then b^p ∈ G^′, i.e. G^′ has index p in G. (2) If the center Z(G) is nontrivial then Z(G) = ⟨ b^p ⟩ . In both mentioned cases, |G : G^′Z(G)| = p.

Proof: Necessity.

Let G be a soluble periodic #U-group having CA-property and containing an abnormal proper subgroup. By Theorem A(1), G = G^′⟨b⟩, b is an element of order p^n, n ≥ 1, ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G, and Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G. If the center Z(G) is trivial, then b^p ∈ G^′, i.e. G^′ has index p in G. If the center Z(G) is nontrivial, then Z(G) = ⟨ b^p ⟩ . Evidently, |G : G^′Z(G)| = p. Since G^′ is a proper normal subgroup, Corollary from Lemma 1 implies that every abnormal subgroup B of G intersects G^′ by a normal in G^′ subgroup.

Sufficiency.

Let G be a soluble CA-group containing an abnormal proper subgroup, G = G^′⟨b⟩, and assume that every abnormal subgroup B of G intersects G^′ by a normal in G^′ subgroup, b is an element of order p^n, n ≥ 1, ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup of G, Z(G) ≤ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G and the following assertions hold.

(1) If the center Z(G) is trivial, then b^p ∈ G^′, i.e. G^′ has index p in G.

(2) If the center Z(G) is nontrivial then Z(G) = ⟨ b^p ⟩ . We will prove that G is a #U-group. Observe that since G is periodic, all Sylow

p-subgroups of G are conjugate (this is a direct consequence of [RD, 14.3.4]). From

the equation G = G^′⟨b⟩ and the property ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G, it follows that any abnormal

subgroup of G as a supplement to G^′ contains ⟨b⟩ or some its conjugate. On the

other hand, since all Sylow p-subgroups are conjugate with ⟨b⟩ and hence abnormal

in G, we can state that any subgroup of G containing a Sylow p-subgroup is

abnormal in G. So, with respect to the choice of a Sylow p-subgroup of G, any

abnormal subgroup H in G can be viewed as a product H = L ⋉ ⟨b⟩, L = H ∩ G^′.

The latter is normal in G^′ and in H ≥ ⟨b⟩. Therefore it is normal in G = G^′⟨b⟩.

It is easy to see that every proper normal subgroup of G is contained in the

subgroup F = G^′ ⟨ b^p ⟩ . In fact, if M is a normal subgroup in G and M ≰ F, then

G = F M = G^′( ⟨ b^p ⟩ M). Since G is soluble, it is clear that there is no a proper

normal subgroup X ◁ G such that G = G^′X. So, it follows that G = ⟨ b^p ⟩ M. In the factor group G^∗ = G/( ⟨ b^p ⟩ ∩ M) = ⟨ b^p

⟩_∗ × M^∗ the subgroup ⟨ b^p

⟩_∗ is complemented. It means that ⟨ b^p

⟩_∗

is complemented in ⟨b⟩^∗. It follows that ⟨ b^p

⟩_∗

= ⟨1⟩ and M = G.

Let us consider two proper abnormal subgroups H and R in G. If they contain

the same Sylow p-subgroup of G, let say ⟨b⟩, then the intersection H ∩ R also

contains ⟨b⟩ and hence is abnormal in G. If the intersection of H and R does not

contain a Sylow p-subgroup of G, the subgroups H and R contain at least two

different conjugate Sylow p-subgroups of G, let say ⟨b⟩ and ⟨ b^x ⟩ . Since ⟨ b^p ⟩ ◁ G,

H ∩ R ≥ ⟨ b^p ⟩ . So, we can write H = H_1 ⋉ ⟨b⟩, R = R_1 ⋉ ⟨ b^x ⟩ , H_1 = H ∩ G^′ ⊴ G,

R_1 = R∩G^′ ⊴ G, H ∩R ≥ ⟨ b^p ⟩ ⊴ G. It follows that H ∩R ≤ H_2 = H_1 × ⟨ b^p ⟩ ⊴ G,

H ∩ R ≤ R_2 = R_1 × ⟨ b^p ⟩ ⊴ G, H ∩ R ≤ H_2 ∩ R_2. On the other hand, it is obvious

that H ∩ R ≥ H_2 ∩ R_2. So H ∩ R = H_2 ∩ R_2 and (H_2 ∩ R_2) ⊴ G.

Let now H be an abnormal subgroup in G and M be a proper normal subgroup

in G. Without loss of generality, we can write H = H_1 ⋉⟨b⟩ and M = M_1 ⋉ ⟨ b^{pk} ⟩ , k ≥ 1, H_1 = H ∩ G^′ ⊴ G, M_1 = M ∩ G^′ ⊴ G. Since ⟨b⟩ is a Sylow p-subgroup in

G, H ∩ M = H_1 ⋉ ⟨ b^{pk} ⟩ ∩ M and H_1 ⋉ ⟨ b^{pk} ⟩ ⊴ G, M ⊴ G. Hence, H ∩ M ⊴ G. □ References

[BB] Ba M.S., Borevich Z.I., On arrangement of intermediate subgroups, in: Rings and

Linear Groups, Kubansk. Univ., Krasnodar, 1988, pp. 14–41.

[C] Carter R.W., Nilpotent self-normalizing subgroups of soluble groups, Math. Z. 75

(1961), 136–139.

[DeFKS] De Falco M., Kurdachenko L.A., Subbotin I.Ya., Groups with only abnormal and

subnormal subgroups, Atti Sem. Mat. Fis. Univ. Modena 46 (1998), no. 2, 435–442.

[F] Fatahi A., Groups with only normal and abnormal subgroups, J. Algebra 28 (1974),

15–19.

[KS] Kurdachenko L.A., Subbotin I.Ya., On transitivity of abnormality, Publ. Math. Debrecen 61 (2002), no. 3–4, 479–486.

[KS1] Kurdachenko L.A., Subbotin I.Ya., On U-normal subgroups, Southeast Asian Bull.

Math. 26 (2003), 789–801.

[KS2] Kurdachenko L.A., Subbotin I.Ya., Abnormal subgroups and Carter subgroups in some infinite groups, Algebra Discrete Math. (2005), no. 1, 69–83.

[KNS] Kuzennyi N.F., Subbotin I.Ya, New characterization of locally nilpotent IH-groups, Ukrain. Mat. Zh. 40 (1988), 322–326; English translation: Ukrainian Math. J. 40 (1988), 274–277.

[K] Kurosh A.G., The Theory of Groups, American Mathematical Society, Providence, 1979.

[LR] Lennox J.C., Robinson D.J.S., The Theory of Infinite Soluble Groups, Oxford Mathematical Monographs, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2004.

[R] Rose J.S., Nilpotent subgroups of finite soluble groups, Math. Z. 106 (1968), 97–112. [RD] Robinson D.J.S., A Course in the Theory of Groups, Springer, New York, 1982. [S] Subbotin I.Ya., Groups with alternatively normal subgroups, Izv. Vyssh. Uchebn.

Zaved. Mat. (1992), no. 3, 86–88; English translation: Soviet. Math. (1992), no. 3, 87–89.

Department of Mathematics, Dnipropetrovsk National University, Vulycya Naukova 13, Dnipropetrovsk 49050, Ukraine E-mail: lkurdachenko@hotmail.com

Department of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, National University, 5245 Pacific Concourse Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90045-6904, USA E-mail: isubboti@nu.edu

(Received April 10, 2007, revised July 28, 2007)